October 20, 2025

Honorable Josh Shapiro, Governor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
508 Main Capitol Building

501 North 3rd Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re:  Nomination of David DeMatteo, JD, PhD, ABPP (Forensic)
For Appointment to the Pennsylvania Board of Pardons

Dear Governor Shapiro:

The Constitution of Pennsylvania requires the appointment of a “doctor of medicine, psychiatrist or
psychologist” to the Board of Pardons for a six-year term. The individual is appointed by the
Governor with the consent of the Senate. The term of the current officeholder expires in November.
We understand that State Senator Maria Collett has recommended that you nominate David
DeMatteo, JD, PhD, ABPP (Forensic) to this very important post.! On behalf of our twenty-five
organizations, we write to enthusiastically endorse her recommendation and his appointment.

Dr. DeMatteo is licensed as a psychologist in Pennsylvania. He is a Diplomate in Forensic
Psychology of the American Board of Professional Psychology - just one of approximately 400 in
the country - a Fellow of the American Psychological Association, and a Fellow of the American
Academy of Forensic Psychology. His research has been funded by the Pennsylvania Commission
on Crime and Delinquency, Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, Pennsylvania Department of
Health, Pennsylvania Department of Welfare, and National Institute on Drug Abuse, among others.
He has been deeply involved in juvenile justice, offender risk assessment, substance abuse, veterans’
medical and psychological care, and diversion programs. He has also served as a consultant for the
Behavioral Health and Justice Related Services Division of the Philadelphia Department of
Behavioral Health and Intellectual disAbility Services and the Philadelphia Mental Health Care
Corporation, among many other entities and organizations.

Dr. DeMatteo’s research interests include psychopathic personality, forensic mental health
assessment, risk assessment, juvenile justice, recidivism, and offender diversion. He has published
approximately 100 peer-reviewed articles, 14 books and nearly 60 book chapters, and he has given
more than 200 conference presentations and workshops. He is a former president of the American
Psychology-Law Society, which is one of the largest organizations for psychology-law professors in
the world, and he is the Editor-in-Chief of Law and Human Behavior, which is the top-ranked
psychology-law journal in the United States. He is, in short, at the pinnacle of his career.

In 2020, you expressed your goals for the pardon system in these words:

The facts are clear: we all benefit when people who’ve paid their debt to society and are
ready to contribute to our community have the opportunity to truly get a second chance.

' Dr. DeMatteo’s curriculum vitae can be found here:
https://drexel.edu/~/media/Files/law/Faculty/Faculty%20CVs/DeMatte0%20CV.ashx ?la=en
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I applaud the Economy League’s efforts, which analyzed how the Board of Pardons
operates and how these decisions can affect individuals, families and communities
across Pennsylvania. Over the last three years, I have worked closely with my fellow
board members to streamline the pardon process so that we can consider more
applications faster while also ensuring that we fully weigh the individual facts and
circumstances of each applicant necessary to ensuring justice and upholding public
safety. We will continue to improve the pardons process with this data in mind to
make all of our communities safer, stronger, and better-off.>

Those important and laudable goals can only be met by having on the Board of Pardons a medical
expert who has demonstrated expertise in trauma, addiction, criminal misconduct, recidivism,
diversion and reentry. The current officeholder has experience in none of these® and therefore we
believe must not be reappointed to a third term.

For all these reasons, we urge the nomination and appointment of David DeMatteo, JD, PhD, ABPP
(Forensic) to the Pennsylvania Board of Pardons, with his term to begin in December 2025.

Respectfully,

Abolitionist Law Center Pennsylvania Association of Pardon Projects
Coalition to End Death By Incarceration Pennsylvania Pardon Project

Community Legal Services Pennsylvania Prison Society

Connections Work Philadelphia Lawyers for Social Equity
Defenders Association of Philadelphia Prison Radio

Do Moore Good Public Defender Association of Pennsylvania
Face To Face Reentry Ready

FAMM Straight Ahead

Healing Communities PA United Way of Greater Philadelphia

Let’s Get Free and Southern New Jersey
Metropolitan Christian Council of Philadelphia Uplift Solutions

Outreach Center for Community Resources Why Not Prosper, Inc.

Pardon Project Steering Committee Youth Sentencing & Reentry Project

2 https://www.economyleague.org/resources/pardons-economic-development-strategy

3 John Williams, M.D., is board certified in general psychiatry and child & adolescent psychiatry,
https://www.mainlinefamily.com/who-we-are As far as he reports in his bios on that website and on
LinkedIn, over the twelve years he has been on the Board of Pardons, he has done nothing to expand his
experience, education or understanding regarding the areas that are essential to consideration and evaluation
of the applicants for clemency who come before the Board of Pardons.
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