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September 30, 2025 
Honorable Josh Shapiro, Governor 
Office of the Governor 
508 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Endorsement of Dr. David DeMatteo for Appointment to the Pennsylvania Board of Pardons 

Dear Governor Shapiro, 

I write to you on behalf of the Pardon Project Steering Committee (PPSC), a statewide network dedicated to 
helping others seek a second chance by guiding them toward becoming the best versions of themselves. Many 
of us, including myself, are people with lived experience in the criminal justice system. Our mission is to Keep 
Hope Alive for those seeking a second chance. Even when clemency does not come, hope motivates positive 
action that improves mental health and community safety while helping individuals define themselves by their 
growth rather than their past. 
 
Earlier this month, our leadership team had the privilege of interviewing Dr. David DeMatteo to determine 
whether we believed he would be able to add greater depth, breadth and expertise to the ”doctor of medicine, 
psychiatrist, or psychologist” position on the Pennsylvania Board of Pardons, which must be appointed this 
November. In that interview, Dr. DeMatteo demonstrated the insight and experience we believe this role 
requires. He engaged thoughtfully with our questions and provided answers that reflected both his expertise 
and his deep understanding of the lived realities of justice-impacted individuals. 
 
What stood out most was Dr. DeMatteo’s passion for forensic psychology and his holistic view of people who 
come before judges and juries. Having participated in countless proceedings, he understands not only the legal 
process but also the human stories behind it. As one of only eight board-certified forensic psychologists in the 
Commonwealth, his perspective is grounded in experience and informed by decades of research, much of which 
he has personally pioneered and validated through practical application and publication. This rare combination 
of expertise and insight makes him uniquely qualified to evaluate clemency applications with fairness and 
compassion while maintaining a clear focus on public safety. We also sensed his eagerness, at this stage in his 
impressive career, to directly serve the public interest. 
 
On behalf of myself, the members of the PPSC, and our statewide partners, I am proud to offer Dr. DeMatteo 
our full and enthusiastic endorsement. We are confident that his appointment would strengthen the expertise, 
discernment, and humanity the Board of Pardons needs to make the best recommendations to you. 
 
Thank you for your time and for your continued commitment to policies that lift up all Pennsylvanians. 
Respectfully, 

 

 

Zach Keasling, Chair 
Pardon Project Steering Committee 


